A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
may be said to grow with capitalism and to strengthen as
capitalism strengthens. Her fortunes are inextricably mixed up
with those of capitalism, and its ruin would imperil her life.
The exploitation of the masses by a possessing class is the verv
core and essential of that affair, whereby the more and more
subject masses are increased in number, the total wealth of the
nation as a whole is still more increased, and with that increase
goes an increase in the strength of the state at home and
abroad—until, or unless, the overwhelming body of the dis-
possessed overbalance it.
Difficulties of the New Form of Government. The
first difficulties the Revolutionary magnates who had introduced
William III as a usurper had to meet were the fact that he was
a foreigner, depending upon foreign troops, and his own sullen
discontent at being a puppet in their hands. William's character
was not merely morose and warped, it was also intelligent and
very stubborn; he liked being called a King, but he wanted to
use some shred of power; landing himself little more than the
servant of those who had put him in against the legitimate
royal family, he chafed.
His alien character made this position the more difficult.
The mass of English people were by this time not only Pro-
testant, but strongly anti-Catholic, especially in London—which
counted as much as all the rest of the country put together.
Therefore, other things being equal, they were glad to have a
Protestant sovereign. But other things were not equal, because,
though the Queen was a Stuart, William was nothing but a
Dutch noble, not even as yet a true royalty. The foreign
soldiers he had brought in were hated; the traditional dislike
for the Dutch among the city populace and in the port of
London—and, indeed, along all the South and East Coast—
was very strong.
William was frightened of popular opinion. He would not
live in the capital, but withdrew to Hampton Court, where he
felt safer, and only later and rather reluctantly came as near as
Kensington, where he bought a country house from one of the
nobles. He went in dread of assassination, and there was,
indeed, some chance of it, as we shall see.
Moreover, those who had brought him in were perpetually
intriguing with the exiled King. The magnates liked to have
a foot in each camp, even those who had not been, like Marl-
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